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DETAILED ACTION 
Priority 

1 . Acknowledgment is made of applicant's claim for foreign priority under 35 
U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d). Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement filed on December 30, 2004 fails to comply with 37 
CFR 1 .98(a)(3) because it does not include an English abstract or a concise explanation of the 
relevance, as it is presently understood by the individual designated in 37 CFR 1, 56(c) most 
knowledgeable about the content of the information of the following patent, which is not in the 
English language: EP 0 818 334 Al ("EP '334"). The information disclosure statement indicates 
an attached English abstract for EP '334. However, an English abstract has not been received for 
this reference. Thus, the information disclosure statement has been placed in the application file, 
but the information referred to in this patent has not been considered. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, a "transversely divided water box 
arrangement" as recited in claim 4, a "vertically divided water box arrangement" as recited in 
claim 5, and a "tongue-and-groove connection" as recited in claims 7 and 8 must be shown or the 
feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

4. Figure 1 is further objected to because the lineweights employed in this drawing are not 
uniform and, therefore, do not satisfy the requirements of 37 CFR 1 .84(1). 
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5. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a) because they fail to show that the 
"water box arrangement (4) is divided along the sectional line of the figure" as described on 
page 2, lines 27-28 of the specification. Any structural detail that is essential for a proper 
understanding of the disclosed invention should be shown in the drawing. MPEP § 608.02(d). 

6. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 . 121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing 
sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, 
even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure 
must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the 
drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will 
be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The 
objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

7. Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single paragraph on a 
separate sheet within the range of 50 to 1 50 words. It is important that the abstract not exceed 
150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract on the computer tape used by the 
printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology often used in patent claims, such as 
"means** and "said," should be avoided. The abstract should describe the disclosure 
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sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether there is a need for consulting the full patent text 
for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information given in the 
title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," 
"The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes," etc. 

8. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: (a) the 
abstract uses legal phraseology, such as "said", and (b) "water tank" is not disclosed in the 
specification. The examiner believes that the phrase "water box" should be substituted for the 
phrase "water tank" in order to avoid the using terminology in the abstract which is inconsistent 
with that used in the specification. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

9. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. The claims are directed to a "water 
box", not a "water tank" as referred to in the title. 

The following title is suggested: "WATER BOX ARRANGEMENT, PARTICULARLY 
IN CONNECTION WITH A HEATER OR AIR CONDITIONER FOR A MOTOR VEHICLE". 

10. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

On page 1 of the specification, in lines 7 and 23, the references to claim 1 should be 
deleted. In general, the specification should not contain specific references to claim numbers 
because these numbers often change during the course of prosecution, such as, when claims are 
added or amended. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Claim Objections 

1 1 . Claim 4 is objected to because of the following infomiality : this claim appears to have 
been amended, but no such status has been indicated in brackets as required. Appropriate 
correction is required. For the purpose of an examination on the merits, the examiner has 
considered this claim to be amended in accordance with the revisions set forth in the amended set 
of claims, which were submitted on December 30, 2004. 

Claim Notes 

12. Claims 1 -9 utilize the transitional phrase "... characterized in that . . . The examiner has 
considered the phrase . .characterized in that. . to be an open-type transition, which is 
equivalent to "comprising" or "including". See MPEP § 21 1 1 .03. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

13. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

14. Claims 1-3, 5, and 7-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
European Patent No. EP 1 122 1 03 A2 ("EP ' 1 03"). The specification and the drawings in the 
EP * 103 reference disclose all of the elements recited in claims 1-3, 5, and 7-9 of this 
application. 

1 5. Specifically, in regard to claim 1 , which is directed to a water box arrangement used 
particularly in the heating or air conditioning system of a motor vehicle, the EP ' 103 reference 
discloses a water box (drain storage 31) which is arranged in a housing (unit case 2), 
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characterized in that the water box (drain storage 3 1) is designed to be integrated into the 
housing (unit case 2). Refer to EP '103, Figure 1 and column 6, lines 10-27. Therefore, because 
all of the elements in claim 1 of this application are disclosed by the EP ' 103 reference, this 
claim is rejected in accordance with 35 U.S.C. 102(b). 

16. In regard to claim 2, which depends on claim 1, the EP ' 103 reference further discloses 
that at least part (first half) of the water box (drain storage 31) is formed in one piece with part 
(first case member 10) of the housing (unit case 2). See EP '103, Figures 1-2 and column 6, 
lines 10-27. Thus, the EP ' 103 reference meets the language of this claim. 

17. In regard to claim 3, which depends on claim 1 , the EP ' 103 reference further discloses 
that the water box (drain storage 31) and housing (unit case 2) are of two-part design because the 
water box (drain storage 3 1) is formed by two separate halves (first and second case members 10 
and 20, respectively) of the housing (unit case 2). Refer to EP ' 103, Figures 1-2 and column 6, 
lines 10-27. Consequently, the EP ' 103 reference also meets the language set forth in claim 3. 

18. In regard to claim 5, which depends on claim 3, the EP '103 reference further discloses 
that the water box arrangement (drain storage 3 1 arranged in unit case 2) is divided in the 
vertical direction (the unit case 2 is a vertical-split type which can be separated into right and left 
portions). See EP '103, Figures 1-2 and column 6, lines 10-27. Therefore, the EP '103 reference 
also meets the language set forth in this claim. 

19. In regard to claim 7, which depends on claim 3, the EP ' 103 reference further discloses 
that the parts (first and second case members 10 and 20, respectively) are positioned by means of 
a tongue-and-groove connection (pressing rib 22 of the second case member 20 fitting into 
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receiving recess groove 12 of the first case member 10). Refer to EP '103, Figure 3 and column 
7, lines 28-36. Thus, the EP ' 103 reference meets the language set forth in claim 7. 

20. In regard to claim 8, which depends on claim 7, the EP ' 103 reference further discloses 
that the tongue-and-groove connection (pressing rib 22 of the second case member 20 fitting into 
receiving recess groove 12 of the first case member 10) is arranged in the region of the water box 
(drain storage 3 1 at the lower end portion of the cooling heat exchanger 3). See EP ' 1 03, Figures 
1 and 3; column 7, lines 28-36; and column 8, lines 3-15. Consequently, the EP ' 103 reference 
also meets the language set forth in this claim. 

21. In regard to claim 9, which depends on claim 1 , the EP * 1 03 reference further discloses 
that an evaporator (cooling heat exchanger 3) is arranged in the housing (unit case 2). Refer to 
EP '103, Figure 1 and column 6, lines 10-27. Therefore, the EP '103 reference also meets the 
language set forth in claim 9. 

22. Claims 1, 3-4, and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by French 
Patent No. FR 2 769 694 Al ("FP '694"). The specification and the drawings in the FP '694 
reference disclose all of the elements recited in claims 1, 3-4, and 6 of this application. 

23. Specifically, in regard to claim 1, which is directed to a water box arrangement used 
particularly in the heating or air conditioning system of a motor vehicle, the FP '694 reference 
discloses a water box (18) which is arranged in a housing (casing formed by two half shells 10 
and 12), characterized in that the water box (18) is designed to be integrated into the housing 
(casing formed by two half shells 10 and 12). Refer to FP '694, Figures 3 and 4; also see 
attached English abstract for FP '694. Therefore, because all of the elements in claim 1 of this 
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application are disclosed by the FP '694 reference, this claim is rejected in accordance with 35 
U.S.C. 102(b). 

24. In regard to claim 3, which depends on claim 1 , the FP '694 reference further discloses 
that the water box (18) and housing are of two-part design because the water box (1 8) is formed 
by two separate halves (two half shells 10 and 12) of the housing. Refer to FP '694, Figures 3 
and 4; also see attached English abstract for FP '694. Thus, the FP '694 reference meets the 
language of this claim. 

25. In regard to claim 4, which depends on claim 1 , the FP '694 reference further discloses 
that the water box arrangement is divided transversely to the water box (18) and housing (casing 
formed by two half shells 10 and 12). See FP '694, Figures 3 and 4. More specifically, the 

FP '694 reference discloses, in French, that . ,le plan de joint 26, au lieu de se situer dans un 
plan transversal par rapport a I'ouverture 20, comme dans le cas des figures 3 et 4. . which 
means, when translated to the English language using the AltaVista Babel Fish Translation tool 
online, that "...the mating plane 26, instead of being located in a transverse plane compared to 
opening 20, as in the case of figures 3 and 4.. .". Refer to FP '694, page 5, lines 28-30; see also 
AltaVista Babel Fish Translation (http://babelfish.altavista.com/) (accessed 1/10/2007). 
Consequently, because this cited passage clearly indicates that the water box arrangement 
depicted in Figures 3 and 4 of the FP '694 reference is divided transversely, this reference also 
meets the language set forth in claim 4. 

26. In regard to claim 6, which depends on claim 3, the FP '694 reference further discloses 
that "les parties homologues male et femelle 28, 30" in Figure 4 may be joined together using a 
"pate d'etancheite, par exemple en un materiau silicone", which means, when the phrases in 
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French are translated to the English language using the AltaVista Babel Fish Translation tool 
online, that the "homologous male and female parts (edges) 28, 30" may be joined together using 
a "sealing paste, for example, a silicone material". Refer to FP '694, page 5, lines 15-17; see 
also AltaVista Babel Fish Translation ( http://babelfish.altavistaxom/ ) (accessed 1/10/2007). 
Therefore, because the FP '694 reference provides that the two half shells 10 and 12, with 
sealing edges 28 and 30, may be connected by means of an adhesive joint, this reference also 
meets the language set forth in claim 6. 

Conclusion 

27. See attached form PTO-892 for additional pertinent prior art, which was not directly 
relied upon in this action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier conununications from the 
examiner should be directed to Patrick F. O'Reilly III whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3424. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:30 am to 5:30 pni. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Josiah C. Cocks can be reached on (571) 272-4874. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.goy. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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